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Final FY 2005 Capital Program totals $2.58 billion 


I am pleased to announce that Governor James E. 
McGreevey signed the FY 2005 budget for the State of New 
Jersey on June 30, 2004, finalizing the $2.58 billion capital 
program for NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT. The Governor’s budget 
provides historic levels of property tax relief, while making 
unprecedented investments in children and health care. 

To keep property taxes under control, this budget 
provides more direct aid to school districts than ever before 
in New Jersey’s history. It continues the investments that have 
helped our state lead the economic recovery in the region, and 
fills in the gaps where the federal Aen has failed to live 

to its responsibility. ty 

This fiscally responsible and 
robust investment in New Jersey’s 
transportation network will 
support jobs and encourage Smart 
Growth development through 
targeted capital investments. 
Virtually half the funding will be 
provided for public transportation 
while new highway expansion 
is limited to just four percent 
of spending. This substantial 
investment in our transportation 
network will facilitate the 
movement of over $7 billion 
worth of goods and services and 
directly support more than 100,000 jobs. 

The FY 2005 Capital Program fulfills Governor 
McGreevey’s commitment to improving safety, easing 
congestion by using Smart Growth and Fix-It-First strategies 
and providing needed property tax relief to New Jersey's 
counties and municipalities. Of the capital program, $1.4 
billion is for use by the NJDOT and $1.2 billion by NJ 
TRANSIT. 

_ This capital program will provide nearly $550 million in 
new construction contracts. In addition, it will allow for $100 
@' in new design and engineering contracts. The ability 

deliver this capital program in an expedited time frame is a 
priority for the Department. 

_ NJDOT’s Local Aid program will provide significant 
property tax relief to New Jersey counties and municipalities 
by making direct investments in eee communities. 
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Workers rehabilitate a portion of Route 4 in Paramus, 
part of a $25 million reconstruction project. It will be 
completed in November, nine months ahead of 

schedule. 


The $260 million investment in Local Aid will help rebuild 
and revitalize communities, improve safety and enhance the 
quality of life in New Jersey’s downtowns. 

The FY 2005 Capital Program allows NJDOT to repair 
and rehabilitate over 15,000 lane miles of state highways, 
32,000 miles of county and municipal roadways and 5,000 
state and local bridges. This program will also put record 
amounts of work on the street. In FY 2005 alone, NJDOT 
will award more than $740 million worth of engineering and 
construction contracts. 

Improving safety is the NJDOT’s top priority. For this 

_ Tae ot i al purpose, $100 million will be spent 

= on engineering, education and 

, enforcement initiatives designed to 
increase safety on state highways 
; and bridges. The FY 2005 Capital 

' Program invests $8.3 million for 
== the Emergency Service Patrol 
Program; $4 million for the Safe 
Corridors Program; $1 million for 
improvements at intersections with 
especially high accident rates and $4 
million for the Safe Streets to School 
Program. 

At NJ TRANSIT, investments 
will be targeted to preserving and 
upgrading a public transportation 
system that covers more than 5,000 square miles and facilitates 
more than 222 million annual passenger trips. It provides for 
a $257 million investment in rail state-of-good repair needs 
such as basic track, signal, bridge and yard improvements; $16 
million in bus and light rail facility needs and the replacement 
of more than 270 outdated buses. 

In addition, $59 million will provide system-wide 
investments, including $9 million for technology upgrades 
to improve efficiency and reduce annual operating costs and 
$15 million to improve the on board announcement system, 

a frequent customer complaint. Finally, $7.5 million will be 
applied towards fulfilling Governor McGreevey's commitment 
to creating 20,000 new park and ride spaces statewide. 

The Fiscal Year 2005 Capital Program is available at 
www.njdot.nj.gov/capital and is broken down by eee 
counties and routes. 
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NJDOT provides rapid flood relief to Burlington, Camden counties 


TEMPORARY ROUTE 70 BRIDGE GOES UP IN FIVE DAYS 


On July 13, 2004 a major storm in Burlington and Camden 


counties resulted in serious flooding affecting roadways and 
bridge structures. 
NJDOT personnel repaired and reopened Route 70 in 


Southampton five days after a torrent of flood waters destroyed 


a bridge that carried Route 70 over the Friendship Creek. 

When the bridge collapsed, I immediately ordered the 
closing of Route 70 in Southampton and announced that a 
detour had been set up to divert traffic around the collapsed 
bridge. In addition, Governor James E. McGreevey declared 
a State of Emergency in Burlington and Camden counties in 
response to widespread flooding. 

Route 70 is a vital east-west corridor through Burlington 
County and carries a significant amount of traffic from the 
Philadelphia area to the New Jersey shore. 

Quickly reopening Route 70 to motorists became our top 
priority. 

The emergency contractor Industrial Engineering Works, 
Inc., of Hamilton was called in to assess the damage and work 


Collapsed bridge on Route 70 in Southampton, Burlington County. 
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NJDOT personnel and ironworkers prepare to install a temporary 
bridge over Friendship Creek on Route 70 Southampton Township 
in Burlington County. 


with NJDOT personnel to determine necessary repairs. We 
originally estimated that the roadway would be closed for 
7-10 days until a temporary bridge could be built and Route 70 
reopened to traffic. 

The temporary bridge, a 130-foot, 150 ton steel truss 
bridge, was constructed on-site and lowered into place by 
two 550 ton, hydraulic lift cranes. Work has begun on the 
permanent structure and I am hopeful that it will be completed 
this Fall. 

The continued efforts by NJDOT employees, design 
and construction contractors, the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, PSE&G and Burlington County led 
to the quick response of an emergency situation and a solution 
for area residents and motorists. 
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